
Polehampton Infant School Reading Spine - Year 1 

The books we recommend for each year group might be a level the children can 

read themselves, or it may be suitable for sharing with an adult.  We have chosen 

this list of books so that we have many genres of stories that are representative of our 

culture and of others. 

FICTION 
 
 

 

 
 

 
First Favourite 

Tales: Little Red 

Hen 

Little Red Riding 

Hood 

Lari Don 

Grandad’s 

Island 
Benji Davies 

Jack and the Jelly 

beanstalk 
Rachel Mortimer 

Wombat Goes 

Walkabout 
Michael 

Morpurgo 

  

 

 
 

Way back Home  

Oliver Jeffers  

Wonderful Earth  

Nick Butterworth 

The Tiger Who 

came to tea 

Judith Kerr 

The Colour 

Monster 

Anna Llenas 

Owl Babies 

Martin Wadell 

 

    

Just So Stories 

Rudyard Kipling 

    

CHAPTER BOOKS (class readers) 



 
 

 

  

The Owl Who Was 

Afraid of the Dark Jill 
Tomlinson 

 

The Jolly-Rogers 

and the Cave of 

Doom 

Jonny Duddle  

Fantastic Mr Fox 
Roald Dahl  

  

  

VIPERS     

 
  

 
 

The Squirrels Who 

Squabbled 

Rachel Bright 

The Koala Who 

Could 

Rachel Bright 

The Bear and 

the Piano 

David Litchfield 

Lost and Found 

Oliver Jeffers 

The Island 

Armin Greder 

 

 
 

 
  

 

The Day the 

Crayons Quit 

Drew Daywalt 

 

The Journey 
Francesca 

Sanna 

The Lion and the 

Unicorn 

Shirley Hughes 

 The Mermaid and 

the Shoe 

K.G. Campbell 

The Voices in 

the Park 

Antony Brown 

POETRY 

  

 
 

 
I Am The Seed That 

Grew The Tree 
Fiona Waters 

The Lost Words 
Robert Macfarlane 

& Jackie Morris 

Poems about 

Festivals 
 

Brown Bear, Brown 

Bear What Do You 

See?  
Bill Martin JR and Eric 

Carle 

Tiger, Tiger, Burning 

Bright!   
Fiona Waters 

 



NON-FICTION, FAITH & CULTURAL TEXTS  

 
  

 

 

 

Bold Women in 

Black History 

Vashti Harrison 
 

RSPB First Book of 

Birds 
Anita Ganeri & 
David Chandler 

Whose Habitat is 

That? 
Lucile Piketty 

 

Little People, Big 

Dreams; Amelia 

Earhart 

Maria Isabel 

Sanches Vegarsa 

Looking at Birds 
Hilary Minns 

 
 
  

 

 
 

Beautiful Oops 

Barney Saltzberg 

Camille and the 

Sunflowers 

Laurence Anholt 

Katie’s Picture 

Show  

James Mayhew 

The Usborne  

Children’s Bible  

Sammy Spiders 

First Shabbat 

 Sylvia Rouse 

 

ONE OFF PICTURE BOOKS (BAME & representation) 

 

 

 

  

 

Little Leaders Bold 

Women in Black 

History (Bessie 

Coleman) 

Vashti Harrison 

Flying Free: Bessi 

Coleman 

Karyn Parsons 

Women in Sport 

Famous 

Athletes who 

played to win  

Rachel 

Ignotofsk 

Little People, Big 

Dreams:  

Maya Angelou  

Maria Isabel 

Sanches Vegarsa 

 

Great Women 

Who Changed 

the World 

Kate Pankhurst  

 

 

https://www.wob.com/en-gb/books/author/sylvia-rouse

