
 

Polehampton Infant School Reading Spine -Foundation 

The books we recommend for each year group might be a level the 

children can read themselves, or may be suitable for sharing with an 

adult.  We have chosen this list of books so that we have many genres of stories that 

are representative of our culture and of others. 

FICTION 

 
 

 
  

Topsy and Tim 

Start School by 

Jean and Gareth 

Adamson 

Mouse’s Big Day 

by Lydia Monks 

The Colour 

Monster by Anna 

Llenas 

The Family Book by 

Todd Parr 

Squirrel’s Autumn 

Search by Anita 

Loughrey 

   
  

The Gruffalo by 
Julia Donaldson 

 

Smile, 

Crocodile, Smile 
by An 

Vrombaut 

Pumpkin Soup 
by Helen Cooper 

Don’t Hog the 

Hedge 
A Twinkl Original 

Stick Man by 
Julia Donaldson 

 

 
 

  
 

Little Robin Red 

Vest - Jan 

Fearnley 

 

Winnie the Pooh 

by A.A. Milne 

Zog by Julia 

Donaldson 

Zog and the Flying 

Doctors by Julia 

Donaldson 

Kind by Axel 

Scheffler 

 

    
 

Oxford Reading 

Tree ‘The Dragon 

Dance’ by 

Roderick Hunt 

Mr Wolf’s 

Pancakes by 

Jan Fearnley 

George and the 

Dragon by Chris 
Wormell 

 

Tell Me A Dragon 
by Jackie Morris 

That’s not my 

Dragon  
By Fiona Watt 



 
 

 
 

 
Dinosaur Roar by 

Paul Stickland 

 

The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar by 

Eric Carle 

The Tiny Seed by 

Eric Carle 

Jasper’s Beanstalk 

by Nick 

Butterworth 

Peace at Last by 

Jill Murphy 

    
 

Whatever Next 

by Jill Murphy 

Supertato by 

Sue Hendra 

The Rainbow Fish 

by Marcus Pfister 

Julian is a 

Mermaid by 

Jessica Love 

The Night Pirates  

by Peter Harris 
 

   
 

 

Sharing a Shell by 

Julia Donaldson 

& Peter Harris 
 

The Kitchen 

Disco by Claire 

Foges  

The Busy Fox 

by Isaac Madge 

Birdsongs by Betsy 

Franco and Steve 

Jenkins 

Tree by Britta 

Teckentrup 

RHYMES / POETRY 

 

  
 

  

The Night Before 

Christmas by 

Clement C 

Moore 
 

 

Time for a 

Rhyme by 

Unknown 

Author, 
illustrated by 

Mandy Stanley 

Round and 

Round the 

Garden by 

various authors, 
illustrated by 

Louise Comfort 

Mix a Pancake by 

Christina Rossetti 
 

Poems Out Loud 

by Various 
Authors, 

illustrated by 

Laurie Stansfield 
 

 
 

   

Wriggle and Roar 

by Julia 
Donaldson and 

Nick Sharatt 
 

A Stick Is An 

Excellent Thing 

by LeUyen 

Pham 

   



 

 

 
    

 
 

Rama and Sita 
(a traditional Hindu 

Story) 

Where the 

Poppies Now 

Grow by Hilary 

Robinson 

The Birth of Jesus 

by Katherine 

Sully 

The Great Race  

(a Chinese 

Legend) 

 

Chinese New 

Year by Katie 

Dickers 

 
  

  

Dragon Dance 

by Joan Holub 

Lifecycles: Egg 

to Chicken by 

Camilla de la 

Bedoyere 

Big Cat: Chick 

to Hen by 

Elspeth 

Graham 

Lifecycles: 

Caterpillar to 

Butterfly by 

Camilla de la 

Bedoyere 

The Easter Story 
by Katherine Sully 

  
 

  

The Usborne 

Children’s Picture 

Atlas by Ruth 

Brocklehurst 

Usborne 

Beginners The 

Solar System by 

Emily Bone 

 

Noah’s Ark by 

Lucy Cousins 

 

  

ONE OFF PICTURE BOOKS (BAME & representation) 

 
  

 

 

 All are Welcome 

by Alexandra 
Penfold 

My Daddy is a 

Pretzel by Baron 

Baptiste 

 

Ruby’s Worry 

by Tom 
Percival 

 

Coming to 

England by Floella 

Benjamin 
 

Little People, Big 

Dreams – Martin 

Luther King Jr by 

Maria Isabel 
Sanchez Vegara 

 



  

 

  
Ada Twist, Scientist 
by Andrea Beaty 

 

Iggy Peck, 

Architect by 

Andrea Beaty 
 

My Mummy is a 

Scientist by 

Jason Bryan 
 

Look Up! By 

Nathan Byron 
 

Clean Up! By 

Nathan Byron 
 

 

 
  

  
Counting on 

Katherine by 

Helaine Becker 

Michael 

Recycle by Ellie 

Bethel 

Litterbug Doug 

by Ellie Bethel 

 

The Dark by 

Lemony Snicket 

 

Beautiful Oops by 
Barney Saltsberg  

 
 

  
 

Lottie’s Letter by 

Gordon Snell 

Harry Saves the 

Ocean by Sylvie 

Fae 

Words and Your 

Heart by Kate 

Jane Neal 

The Dot  
by Peter H. Reynolds 

Chicken Clicking 

by Jeanne Willis 
 

 

    

Save the Bees by 
Bethany Stahl 

 

 

    

 


