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Aims of this 
session

• To give an understanding of how we 
teach Literacy and Maths in school, 
including some of the resources we 
use

• Ideas of how to support at home, 
making it fun!

• To answer general questions



Our Vision and Values

•We want every child to
'let their light shine' Matthew 5:16

and to be the best they can be.

•We have high expectations
•We celebrate all aspects of children's learning 

and achievement
•We challenge and support every child, whatever 

their ability.





Super Learners



Year 1 School Day



Maths Mastery

y

At Polehampton we see teaching for mastery in maths as allowing 
the pupils to gain a deep understanding of maths. We believe that 
every pupil is a mathematician. We are committed to providing all 
pupils with engaging and challenging lessons which inspire and 
motivate them.

We choose to teach Maths by breaking down the objectives into the 
smallest steps, so that every pupil is secure in every new concept 
before moving on. There is an emphasis on number work 
throughout. Topics are revisited throughout the year in slightly 
different ways so that pupils really embed their learning.

Opportunities are provided throughout the year for pupils to use 
reasoning skills to make connections between prior knowledge and 
newly presented material. These connections will help foster a 
deeper understanding of mathematical concepts.

“In mathematics, you know 
you’ve mastered something 
when you can apply it to a 
totally new problem in an 

unfamiliar situation.”



Calculation Policy

• https://www.polehampton.org.uk/page/?title=Policies+%26amp%3B
+Documents&pid=9

https://www.polehampton.org.uk/page/?title=Policies+%26amp%3B+Documents&pid=9


Foundation Stage End of Year 
Expectations



• Count forwards and backwards to 20.

• Identify and write numbers to 20, especially teen numbers

• Write numbers to 10 in words

• Count in 2s to 20, 5s to 100 and 10s to 100

• Identify bonds to 5 and 10

• Identify and use mathematical symbols and write number 
sentences

• Have an understanding of basic addition and subtraction.

• Know their doubles to 10.

• 1 more 1 less

• 10 more 10 less

• Identifying 2d shapes and making repeating patterns

Autumn Term Year 1



Expectations in maths in year 1

• Recognise half and a quarter as being one 
of two or four equals parts of numbers or 
shapes



Pupils are not going to be 
working through the curriculum 
more quickly, but going deeper 
into it.
In Year 1 it is imperative that 
pupils have full understanding 
of number sense, number bonds 
and place value so pupils revisit 
these concepts daily.
A secure understanding of these 
number facts means that the 
children can confidently attempt 
more challenging problems. 



How do we teach for Mastery in 
Year 1?

• Representing Numbers

• We want to develop children’s number sense so that they 
understand the number rather than just recognising the numeral. 
Children need to understand that numbers can be represented in 
many ways, not just as a written numeral. We use many different 
objects and pictures to show that numbers can be represented in 
lots of ways.



Number Bonds
• Learning number bonds is of 

high importance in 
understanding maths. 
Number bonds are pairs of 
numbers that go together to 
make another number. Once 
number bonds are learned 
they form the basis of many 
other calculations, for 
example if we know 5 + 2=7, 
we also know 50+20=70, 
500+200=700 etc. We can 
also know the opposite 
(inverse), for example 7-2=5 
and 7-5=2

• We use lots of ways of 
showing number bonds 
including using real life 
objects that we can physically 
move, physical and pictorial 
examples such as part whole 
models or bar models, 
through to abstract examples 
using the numeral.





Children investigating number 
bonds to 20



• Recognising doubles

• Knowing doubles of numbers is a really 
useful skill. We practise doubles by using a 
set of objects and adding a mirror to see 
how the amount is doubled. We can use 
fingers to show doubles up to 5+5. Using 
dice can show doubles to 6+6 so playing 
games that use two dice can be very 
effective.

• Once children are familiar with doubles it is 
then easy to work out ‘near doubles’

• eg I know 5 + 5 = 10 so 5 + 6 = 11 as it’s 
adding one more.

• Counting in steps of 2, 5 and 10

• Being able to count in steps of 2, 5 and 10 
rather than just steps of one, helps children 
to become familiar with multiples and links 
to learning times tables. It also helps with 
recognising odd and even numbers.

• By becoming fluent in maths facts, it allows 
our brain to concentrate on higher level 
skills.



Place Value

Partitioning numbers

Tens frames also help children understand seeing how teen numbers 

consist of a ten and a ones digit.

Spotting connections between numbers
Understanding how a teen number is composed alongside using 

number facts means children are able to add mentally
eg I know 5 + 3 = 8 so I know 15 + 3 = 18

Knowing addition facts means we also know the corresponding 
subtraction facts.

5 + 3 = 8 and  3 + 5 = 8   so  8 - 3=5    and   8 – 5 = 3



Children using 10 frames to 
create teen numbers



Plus, is equal to, first, next, 
(one) greater/less, (one) 

more/fewer, same, number, 
order,

equation, add, addition, sign, 
symbol, plus, is equal to, 

altogether, part, whole, equal, 
unequal, half, share, 

divide, measure, about, nearly, 
roughly, close to, size, length, 

longer, longest, compare

Mathematical Language 



How can I help at home?

• Talk to your child about their learning, what they learned in their 
maths lessons each day and anything they might be finding 
challenging.

• Discuss maths in the world around them – it’s everywhere!

• Encourage them to be problem solvers – asking 'Why?', 'How?' or 
'Prove it!' rather than simply giving answers.

• Have a 100 square at home.

• Speak positively about mathematics !



Phonics and Reading



Advancing in Fluency 
What makes a successful reader?
A successful reader…

• Loves listening to stories

• Plays games to practise their sounds

• Blends sounds to read words of increasing complexity

• Can apply phonic skills to read real and alien words

• Is given help at home to learn common exception (red) words

• Is able to use a range of strategies (phonics, picture clues, context)

• Understands the text and can answer questions about it

• Reads with expression and intonation

• Takes account of punctuation as they read

• Is given praise for their progress

• Reads their book at home every day

• Visits the library every week

Wants to read because it is rewarding and enjoyable.



How we Teach Reading at 
Polehampton

• Daily targeted phonics lessons

• RWI (Read Write Inc) phonics

• Used to teach reading in small groups

• See Sounds with Sylvie on school website

• Green words are decodeable: man, dog fish, sleep, string, 
holiday,

• Red words- can't be sounded out: said, the, you, who, me, here
and need to be learned (also called common exception words)

• Big Cat Books Reading scheme

• Children can change reading books every morning on arrival at 
school

• Parents are expected to hear their child read at home every day

• Reading diaries need to be completed by parents every day

• Children read individually to their teacher or TA once a week

• Reading books and diaries should be brought in every day

Parents have a daily responsibility to help their child learn to 
read





Phonics



How to Help at Home
READ STORIES (over and over) so your child loves stories & is familiar with fluent reading.

POINT OUT & read together shop signs, road names, comics, menus & cereal box wording.

HELP your child to learn their set 2 & 3 sounds and to read and write their common exception words

PUT UP an alphabet poster in your child's room, use it daily!

HEAR your child read their school book every single day at least once & make a note in your child's 
reading diary.

ENCOURAGE your child to use picture clues to help them read. Mix it up by reading alternate pages with 
your child, & reading together sometimes.

RE-READ sentences for fluency & understanding.

MODEL reading with expression

PRAISE effort and achievement

MAKE POSTERS Have red words and your family's names displayed, read them regularly to improve your 
child’s sight vocabulary.

VISIT YOUR LIBRARY EACH WEEK– for a pile of new books to pore over and treasure; get involved with 
activities during the holidays; make it a special time together

MAKE TIME to read all together at weekends

MAKE SURE your child is in bed with plenty of time for stories, and some reading

alone time before lights out.

WRITE short letters to your child and read together!

LIMIT screen time



Meeting Year 1 Reading Expected 
Standards





A SUCCESSFUL READER

• Good levels of comprehension

• Employ a range of skills 

• Fluency – rate + accuracy + 
prosody

• Had experience of a range of text types

• Gain enjoyment from reading

Book and text 
orientation

Phonics and 
decoding

Range of 
comprehension 

strategies

Fluency

Explicit teaching of 
vocabulary

Awareness of how 
words are put 

together to form 
sentences and 

punctuation



2 Key Pieces of Research on Fluency



Meeting Year 1 Expectations in Writing

Age related expectations for Year 1 and these are the key ones we are looking for:



Meeting Year 1 Expectations in Writing

Age related expectations for Year 1 and these are the key ones we are looking for:

Letters to practise each week for 
Home Learning. Lots of repetition 
– until they can do it. Be vigilant 

with pencil grip and posture.

When reading, look at capital 
letters, spaces, question marks and 

exclamation marks. Also, look 
at where 'and' has been used to 

join sentences.

Write at home: letters to family 
and friends, lists, stories, thank 

you notes – focus on putting 
thoughts and ideas down, not 
obsess about spelling (unless 

CEW).
Let them see you write /use 

written communication.



Working 
at Expected 
Standard in
Writing in 
Year 1

• Bring these aspects to life.
• Beginning to use 

capital letters
• Full stops & finger spaces.
• CEW spelt correctly.
• Beginning to use pre-

cursive writing, leading up 
to cursive writing –
speedier & more efficient.



Working 
at Expected 
Standard in
Writing in 
Year 1

• Target of using full stops 
more consistently and 
accurately.



More Target Stamps are found in the front of our Writing Books. It’s a child-friendly way to set 
our targets. 



•

We use the same target stamps in our classroom.  Targets are in a 
continuous circle and they are changing. 



Exceeding Expectations in Year 1 Writing

Key targets for GD:



Exceeding Expectations in Year 1 Writing

Key targets for GD:

Reading together and looking at how it has 
been written, comment on interesting 
vocabulary, varied sentences and their 

reactions to what they've read.



Working at 
Greater Depth 
within the 
Expected 
Standard in 
Writing in Year 1

• Capital letters –
mostly consistent

• Adjectives and vocabulary
• (yellow, shiny duck; spotty cow; 

mucky pig; fluffy rabbit))
• Length – stamina



Working at 
Greater Depth 
within the 
Expected 
Standard in 
Writing in Year 1

• Finger spaces - consistent and 
uniform

• Most letters sit accurately on the 
line



We want to see the children apply their CEW and spell them correctly as it lifts their 
work to produce a better quality of writing. It also boosts pleasure as they do not have 
to concentrate so hard on spelling these words that come up all the time.



Online safety

1. Supervision – shared room, parental 
controls on.

2. Age appropriateness of games and apps

3. Time on devices

Useful info for parents on the 
CEOP website:

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/


Home Learning
Keep up with us each week:
• Reading daily (plus reading reflections)

•Handwriting

•Spellings

•CEWs

•Weekend home learning (pink book)



•Any Questions?

•Thank you so 
much for attending, 
we hope it has 
been useful.


